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Procedures for Handling Requests for Political
Asyl um and Tenporary Refuge

1. Pur pose. To establish uniform
policies and procedures for handling
requests by foreign nationals for
political asylumor tenporary refuge
at Departnment of Defense elenents
| ocat ed in t he USCI NCEUR
geogr aphi cal area of responsibility.

2. Applicability. This directive
is applicable to all DOD agencies
| ocated in the USEUCOM geographi cal
area and under USCI NCEUR direction,
except DOD el enents which operate as
integral parts of and are subject to
the policies of diplomtic m ssions.
In such case, DCD elenments wll
comply with specific diplomtic
m ssion direction.

3. Internal Control Systens. This
Directive does not contain internal
control provisions but is subject to
the requirements of the internal
managemnment control program For HQ
USEUCOM  and subor di nat e j oi nt
activities, the applicable internal
control directive is ED 50-8,
I nternal Managenent Control Program

4. Suggested | nprovenents. The
proponent for this Directive is
ECLA. Recommended changes/ coment s
or corrections should be addressed
to HQ USEUCOM ATTN: ECLA, Unit
30400, Box 1000, APO AE 09128.

5. References.

a. DOD Directive 2000. 11,
subj ect : Procedures for Handling

Requests for Political Asylum and
Tenpor ary Refuge.

b. USEUCOM Di recti ve 40-13,
Subj ect : the Defector Program (U)
( SECRET) .

6. Policy.
a. Political Asylum

(1) Foreign nationals wthin
the territorial jurisdiction of the
United States or upon the high seas
who request that they be granted
political asylum in the United
States will be given a full
opportunity to have their requests
consi dered on their nerits.

(2) Political asylumwill not
be granted at United States units,
installations, facilities, or on
board any mlitary aircraft or
vessel within t he territorial
jurisdiction of a foreign country or
in foreign territorial waters. This
policy applies to nationals of the
host country and to nationals of any
third country.

b. Tempor ary r ef uge.
| mredi at e t enpor ary ref uge for
humani tari an reasons may be granted
at US. installations in a foreign
jurisdiction (except aboard aircraft
because of their wvulnerability to
hijacking) in extreme or exceptional
circunstances wherein the life or
safety of a person is put in danger
such as pursuit by a nob.
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C. Protecti on. Per sons
seeking political asylum on board a
US mlitary vessel on the high
seas and persons to whom tenporary
refuge is granted shoul d be afforded
every reasonabl e care and protection
permtted by the circunstances. No
greater force wll be wused than
necessary to protect the individual
fromforcible repatriation; however,
the senior official shall not allow
his installation, facility, vessel,
or personnel to be endangered in
protecting the individual against
overpowering | ocal authorities.

d. Surrender and release. A
person requesting asylum or refuge
will be surrendered to a foreign
jurisdiction only at the personal
direction of the Secretary of the
Mlitary Departnent, or the Director
of the Defense Agency concerned, and
wi th concurrence of USCINCEUR  Any
request by foreign authorities for
return of custody of a person under
the protection of tenporary refuge
will be reported in accordance wth
par agraph  5b, stating all t he
attendant circunstances of, and the
authority asserted for, the request.
The requesting foreign authorities
will be informed that the case has
been referred to higher authorities
for instruction. A final decision
will normally be made on a priority
basis within 24 hours. Per sons
whose asylum or refuge is term nated

will be released only to the
authorities designated by the US
aut hority directing such

term nation.
7. Definitions.

a. Political asyl um
Protection and sanctuary granted by
the United States Government w thin
its territorial jurisdiction or on
the high seas to a foreign national
who applies for such protection
because of persecution or fear of
persecution on account of race,
religion, nationality, menbership in
a particular soci al group, or
political opinion.

b. Tenpor ary r ef uge.
Protection afforded for humanitarian
reasons to a foreign national in a
Depart ment of Def ense shore
installation, or mlitary vessel
within the territorial jurisdiction
of a foreign nation or on the high
seas, under conditions of urgency in
order to secure the life or safety
of that person against imnent
danger, such as pursuit by a nob.

8. Procedures. Commanders of units
to which this directive applies wll

handl e requests for political asylum
or tenporary refuge and render

reports as follows:

a. Requests for Asylum or
Ref uge.

(1) On the H gh Seas. An
i ndi vi dual requesti ng political
asylum or tenporary refuge will be
received on board a nmilitary vessel
located in the USEUCOM area.
Inquiries from interested foreign
authorities wll be nmet by the
senior official present wth the
response that the case has been
referred to higher authorities for
i nstruction.

(2) In Territories under
For ei gn Juri sdiction, i ncl udi ng
Foreign Territorial Seas.

(a) Political Asylum

1. Political asylum may not

be granted in a DOD installation or
facility, or on board any DOD
aircraft or vessel, within the
territorial jurisdiction of a
foreign country. However, requests
for asylum which also neet the
definition of a request for
tenmporary refuge will be treated as
a request for tenporary refuge.

2. Foreign nationals who seek
assistance in forwarding requests
for asylumin the United States wll
be advised to apply in person at the
near est Aneri can Enbassy or
Consul at e.



3. Request for asyl um
recei ved by Def ense Attaché
per sonnel or ot her mlitary
per sonnel serving under t he
direction of the chief of a
di plomatic mssion will be governed
by the appropriate instructions

applicable to the m ssion.

4. Chiefs of USEUCOM Security
Assi stance Organizations (SAO, wll
adhere to policies and procedures
est abl i shed by t he chiefs of
diplomatic mssions in dealing with
political asylum requests received
in countries where assigned.

(b) Tenporary Refuge. The
senior official present at the DOD
installation or facility, or on
board a mlitary vessel, may grant
tenmporary refuge in cases qualifying
under the definition in paragraph 4b
above.

b. Reports (RCS DD-1SA (AR
1161).

(1) Each request for
political asylumor tenporary refuge
as well as information that such a
request is immnent will be reported
t hrough appropriate channels by the
f ast est available nmeans to the
appropriate official or elenment of
conponent command concer ned. HQ
USEUCOM European Theater Commrand
Center (ETCC) and the ETCC Comand
Di rector will be notified
i medi ately of the situation. Thi s
report will be made whether or not
political asylumor tenporary refuge
is granted. Message reports will be
di spatched with | MMEDI ATE precedence
to the foll ow ng:

(a) USCI NCEUR VAI HI NGEN
GE/ / ETCC ECI33/ ECPLAD/ /

(b) Mlitary Depart ment
concer ned

(c) As appropri at e, t he
Assi st ant Secretary of Def ense

(I'nternational Security Affairs)

(d) National MIlitary Conmand
Cent er

(e) The appropriate Anerican
Enbassy

If the original report is dispatched
by other than electrical nessage,

the report wll be confirned by
| MVEDI ATE precedence nessage as soon
as possible to addressees |listed
above.

(2) The information specified
in Appendix | wll be forwarded as
soon as available by | MVED ATE
precedence nmessage



9. News Rel ease. No information
concerning a request for political
asylum or tenporary refuge will be
released to the public or to the
news nedia wthout prior approval of
the Assistant Secretary of Defense

(Public Affairs). | medi ately upon
making an approved public news
rel ease or acknow edgnent to
representatives of the nedia, the
DOD el ement concerned wll report
the contents of such release to
USCI NCEUR PAG, t he Mlitary

Depar t ment or Def ense Agency
concerned, the appropriate Anerican
Enbassy, and to the (Operations
Center of the Departnent of State.

FOR THE COMVANDER | N CH EF:

CFFI G AL: RI CHARD F. KELLER

Li eut enant General ,

Chief of Staff

SUSAN M MEYER
LTC, USA
Adj ut ant General
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REPORTI NG DATA CONCERNI NG REQUESTS FOR POLI Tl CAL ASYLUM OR
TEMPORARY REFUGE (RCS: DD-1SA (AR 1161)

Relay as available. Report of initial request will not be del ayed
pendi ng conpl et e devel opnent of data.

a. Name and nationality of the individual seeking asylum or
tenporary refuge.

b. Date, place of birth, and occupati on.

C. Description of any docunentation in his/her possession.

d. What foreign authorities are aware of his seeking asylum
or tenporary refuge; whether any foreign authorities wll be
notified of the request.

e. G rcunstances surrounding the request for asylum or
r ef uge.

f. Exact | ocation. If aboard vessel or aircraft, ETA at

next intended port or airport.

g. Reason for claimng asylumor tenporary refuge.
h. Description of any crimnal charges known or alleged to
be pendi ng against the asylum seeker. Indicate also if any piracy

at sea, air piracy or hijacking background.

i Any Communist Party affiliation or affiliation wth
other political party; any governnent office now held or previously
occupi ed.

] - If applicable, whether a field office of the US
| Mm gration and Naturalization Service (INS) has been notified and
if arrangenents have been made to transfer case to INS.

k. O her pertinent information.
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